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In this session:  
 

• A two-minute overview of the United Nations 

 

• An introduction to the UN Statistics Division 

 

• UNdata: what it is and how to use it  

 

• How UNdata compares to other data sources 

(Comtrade, databases from specialized agencies, 

MDG Indicators)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/structure/pdfs/un_system_chart_colour_sm.pdf  

http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/structure/pdfs/un_system_chart_colour_sm.pdf


UN Statistics 
Division 

• Overseen by the United 

Nations Statistical 

Commission 

 

• Promotes and coordinates 

international standards and 

statistical activities 

 

• Monitors Millennium 

Development Goals 

progress 

 

• Produces the Statistical 

Yearbook, the World 

Statistics Pocketbook, the 

Monthly Bulletin of 

Statistics, and more 

 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/brochures/UNSD_Brochure.pdf    

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/brochures/UNSD_Brochure.pdf


http://unstats.un.org 
 

http://unstats.un.org/




http://unstats.un.org 
 

http://unstats.un.org/






http://unstats.un.org 
 

http://unstats.un.org/


COMTRADE! 

Census Knowledge Base! 

Demographic Yearbook! 

Millennium Indicators Database! 

UN Disability Statistics Database! 

Joint Oil Data 

Initiative! 



UNdata 

Portal to the statistics and 

data resources of the UN 

 

Includes 34 databases 

 

Good for country-level    

information and 

comparisons 

 

http://data.un.org 

 

http://data.un.org/




How does UNdata compare to… 
 

 

• Comtrade? 

 

• Databases from specialized agencies? 

 

• Millennium Development Goals data tools?  

 



Choosing a UN data source 
 

• UNdata is a good starting point. 

 

• UNdata lets researchers take the data with them. 

 

• As with all federated search tools, you’ll find that 
searching individual databases will allow you to 
construct more powerful and precise searches.  

 

• Depending on time period, geographic level, specific 
indicators that are needed—you might need to look 
beyond UNdata. 

 



Questions? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melanie Maksin – melanie.maksin@yale.edu 



Session Evaluation 
 

http://tinyurl.com/grs-eval20 

 

Please fill out our survey and let us know what 

you think! 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NCLAGRSTHEBASICS


Upcoming Accidental Librarian Webinars 

• December 13: British and Commonwealth legal materials 

with Howard S. Carrier, Valdosta State University 

• January: International Development data with Jim Church, 

University of California, Berkeley 

 

 

• Brought to you by the North Carolina Library Association’s 

Government Resources Section. Join us! 

http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources   

http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources

